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Action-Steps to Solutions:

• State Billing/Payment Summary 

• State Protocols

Federal Law, 34 U.S.Code § 10449 -Rape Exam Payments: Ensures all sexual assault survivors can access medical 
forensic exams (MFEs) without any cost to them. States and tribal governments are required to incur the full 
out-of-pocket costs, without requiring insurance reimbursement or law enforcement cooperation. While some 
states may have policies that seem to restrict payment for exams of assaults occurring within their borders, the law 
itself doesn't specify which state is ultimately responsible. However, the law is clear that survivors cannot be billed 
for MFE exams, and mandates actions that necessitate coordination and collaboration between states and 
healthcare providers, to ensure survivors can access critical healthcare and examination without financial burdens.  
This factsheet provides guidance and resources needed to understand jurisdictional challenges and payment 
responsibilities for MFEs. 

• Know federal, state, and local legislations specific to payment for MFE 

• Build a network of resources through a strong multidisciplinary team

• Enhance communication and collaboration in the sexual assault response

• Ensure facility/program billing policies also address cross-jurisdictional reimbursement 

• Work closely with key interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary team member

 (network of resources)

• SANE nurses/Healthcare clinicians

• Facility and program billing departments

• State payors

• Crime victim compensation administrators

Refer back to 34 
U.S.C.10449 – 

Rape Exam Payments

Solution:

Collaboration
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of cost
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multidisciplinary 
teams

Continuity of 
survivor support 
and access to 
support services 

• STOP/SASP Administrators

• Law enforcement

• Community and legal advocates

• State SA/DV response teams and coalitions.

• Sample Policy & Procedure Manual for Use 

• STOP/SASP State Administrators Contact List
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